PHIL2470 Homework Assignment #2

Date assigned: Nov. 22

Date due: Dec. 6 at 2:00 p.m. Submit a softcopy by emailing your paper to “fraser.hku@gmail.com” and a hardcopy to the Philosophy Office. 

Length: 1000–1200 words


Summarize Xúnzǐ’s account of moral development. According to Xúnzǐ, all of us are born “petty people” (
小人): without the influence of “teachers and models,” we see only our own self-interest, acting on our immediate desires for sensual gratification. Given this pessimistic view of our inborn inclinations, how does Xúnzǐ explain our ability to become virtuous? If we naturally tend to act on our desires, how can we come to act in any other way? What do we then need to do to develop virtue? 


How might a Zhuangist critic respond to Xúnzǐ’s theory of moral development? What aspects of Xúnzǐ’s account of the perfected action of a virtuous agent might Zhuangists agree with? What about it would they reject? 
