PHI 2301 中國哲學原典導讀：荀子 2008

Homework 1


Instructions: 

Answer the following question and email your answer to fraser.cuhk@gmail.com by 12:00 p.m. on Monday, November 3. 
The quality, not the quantity, of your answer is important. Your answer is limited to a maximum of 750 words (Chinese) or 500 words (English)—roughly one to two pages of double-spaced text. You may write in Chinese or English. Except for brief phrases, do not include quotations from the original texts in your answer. This is not a research paper, and you are not expected to do research and cite sources. Your task is to think carefully about the question and write a persuasive, coherent response. 

In writing your answer, use 12-point font, 1-inch margins, and double line spacing. Use only your own words. CUHK policy is to punish plagiarism severely. 

Discuss Xúnzǐ’s 荀子 philosophy of language, being sure to cover the following points: Why must a political ruler “correct names” (正名)? What is Xúnzǐ’s explanation of the purpose of language (the reason for having míng 名)? How does he explain why people are able to reliably use words according to unified norms? What determines what things take what names—why are some things referred to by the same míng 名, and others by different míng 名? On what grounds do we judge which míng 名 refer to which things? How does Xunzi’s theory of language relate to his view that “Heaven and earth give rise to the gentleman, the gentleman patterns heaven and earth”? (「天地生君子，君子理天地」。) Does Xunzi’s theory explain how we can have objective knowledge of the world? Or is his view a kind of relativism? 
