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PHI 3131 Pre-Qín Daoism 先秦道家哲學
Tutorial 2B: Discussion Questions

Wú Wéi 無為
1. What is wú wéi 無為?
2. Can we give a principle or criterion to distinguish wú wéi 無為 activity from yǒu wéi 有為? What might the principle or criterion be?
3. How is the significance of wú wéi 無為 different in a political context, or as a political ideal, compared with in the context of personal ethics, or as an ideal of individual conduct?
4. How does wú wéi 無為 relate to zìrán 自然?

5. How does wú wéi 無為 relate to dào 道?
6. Do you think wú wéi 無為 refers to a normative feature of actions, or to a psychological state, or both? (For example, a normative feature of an action might be that the action benefits people. A psychological state might be that when we perform the action, we do so with other people’s benefit in mind, or we do so spontaneously, without thinking about anything.) 
7. What do you think the relationship is, if any, between wú wéi 無為 and psychological states such as desire (欲) and intention (志)?  
8. What is the justification for advocating that we practice wú wéi 無為? Is this justification applicable only to government policy, or is it also applicable to our individual lives? 

